Acantholytic cells exfoliated from pemphigus vulgaris of the uterine cervix. A case report.
Pemphigus vulgaris of the uterine cervix is rare and almost always associated with cutaneous or mucosal lesions elsewhere on the body. Without a history of pemphigus, acantholytic cells in cervical smears may be misdiagnosed as malignant ones. A 52-year-old female presented with a vaginal discharge, and a routine cervical smear was collected for cytology. The smear displayed atypical cells lying singly and in loose clusters, having vesicular nuclei, a thin nuclear membrane, prominent nucleoli and well-defined cytoplasmic margins. These were labeled atypical glandular cells of undetermined significance, and colposcopic examination and biopsy were advised. On colposcopy vesicular lesions and erosions were noticed on the cervix. The biopsy revealed typical intact as well as denuded suprabasal bullae of pemphigus vulgaris. On reevaluation of the cytologic smear, the cytomorphologic features correlated well with the acantholytic cells of pemphigus. Thorough reexamination of the patient revealed 2 tiny vesicles on the oral mucosa that, on biopsy, confirmed the diagnosis of pemphigus vulgaris. Cytopathologists should be aware of the typical cytomorphologic features of pemphigus vulgaris and, in an appropriate clinical setting, should be able to diagnose or at least suspect this entity in even rare sites like the cervix. A false positive diagnosis of malignancy can be avoided if the cytologic findings are judiciously correlated with the history and with clinical and colposcopic examinations.